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DECISIONANDORDER

TheLouisianaBoardofEthics initscapacityastheSupervisoryCommitteeon

CampaignFinanceDisclosure requestedahearingtohavetheEthicsAdjudicatoryBoard

determinewhetherGregPetefailedtofilehis10Gcampaignfinancedisclosurereportbythe

eleventhdayafteritwasdueinconnectionwithhis2019candidacyforCityMarshal City

Court CityofNewIberia TheLouisianaBoardofEthicsprovedbyclearandconvincing

evidencethatGregPetefailedtofilethisreportasalleged TheLouisianaBoardofEthicsis

authorizedtoimposeanadditionalcivilpenaltyofupto 10000uponGregPete asallowedby

La RS 1815054A 4 b

APPEARANCES

ThehearinginthismatterwasconductedSeptember29 2020 inBatonRouge

1Louisiana beforetheEthicsAdjudicatoryBoard PanelA CharlesE Reeves Jr counselfor

2theLouisianaBoardofEthics appearedforthehearing Thoughproperlynoticed GregPete

didnotappearforthehearing

1ThepanelconsistedofadministrativelawjudgesA BrockAvery presiding LanceB Vinson andSherlyn
Shumpert
2TheConferenceReportandOrdersettingthismatterforhearingandDivisionofAdministrativeLaw
correspondencenotifyingMr PeteofthehearingdateandtimeweremailedtohislastknownaddressonJuly15
2020 Thesedocumentsarepartoftherecordinthismatter theBoardofEthicsincludedthemasBOE11 an
exhibitthatwasadmittedintoevidence



STATEMENTOFTHECASE

Inconnectionwithhis2019candidacyforCityMarshal CityCourt CityofNewIberia

theLouisianaBoardofEthics initscapacityastheSupervisoryCommitteeonCampaign

FinanceDisclosure BOE imposedacivilpenaltyonGregPete Respondent forfailingtofile

thecampaignfinancedisclosurereportthatwasdueonthetenthdaybeforethegeneralelection

the10Greport TheBOEthenrequestedahearingtohavetheEthicsAdjudicatoryBoard

EAB determinewhetherRespondentfailedtofilehis10Greportbytheeleventhdayafterit

wasdue whichcouldsubjecthimtoanadditionalcivilpenaltyofupto 10000 asprovidedby

La RS 1815054A 4 b

CounselfortheBOEofferedelevenexhibitsduringthehearing allofwhichwere

3admittedintoevidence CounselpresentedthecaseonbehalfoftheBOE therecordwas

closed andthematterwassubmittedfordecision

ThisadjudicationisconductedinaccordancewithCodeofGovernmentalEthics La RS

421101etseq theCampaignFinancialDisclosureAct CFDA La RS 181481etseq the

AdministrativeProcedureAct La RS 49950etseq andtheenablinglegislationofthe

DivisionofAdministrativeLaw La RS 49991etseq

FINDINGSOFFACT

1 RespondentqualifiedasacandidateforCityMarshal CityCourt CityofNewIberia in

4theOctober12 2019 primaryelection Respondentreceivedseventeenpercentofthe

5voteintheprimaryelectionanddidnotqualifytoparticipateinthegeneralelection

2 Respondentwasrequiredtofilea10GreportnolaterthanNovember6 2019 thetenth

3AlloftheexhibitshadbeencertifiedbyaffidavittobetrueandcorrectcopiesoftheBOErecords BOE1 August
25 2020 affidavitofCarolynAbadieLandry ExecutiveSecretaryfortheBOE
4SeeBOE2 LouisianaSecretaryofStatecertificateandNoticeofCandidacy
5BOE3 p 4
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6daypriortotheNovember16 2019 generalelection

3 Respondentdidnotfilehis10GreportbytheNovember6 2019 deadline nordidhe

7fileitbyNovember17 2019 theeleventhdayafteritwasdue

4 OnMarch6 2020 theBOEissuedaLateFeeAssessmentOrdertoRespondentthat a

assessedlatefeeof 2000and b orderedRespondenttofilea10Greportwithin

8twentydaysofhisreceiptoftheorder TheLateFeeAssessmentOrderwasmailedto

Respondentat632JuliaStreet NewIberia Louisiana705605537 theJuliaStreet

910address whichisalsotheaddressRespondentusedonhisNoticeofCandidacy

RespondentwasnotifiedintheletteraccompanyingtheLateFeeAssessmentOrderthat

hecouldbesubjectto anadditional 10000penalty ifhefailedtofilethe10G

11report

5 TheBOEmailedacopyoftheRequestforHearingtoRespondentattheJuliaStreet

12address itwasdeliveredonJune4 2020

136 RespondentdidnotrespondtotheLateFeeAssessmentOrderorappearforthe

September29 2020 hearing

CONCLUSIONSOFLAW

Respondentknowinglyfailedtofilea10Greportbytheeleventhdayafterthereport

wasdue Becauseofthisfailure theBOEisauthorizedtoimposeanadditionalcivilpenalty

6SeeLa RS 1814954B 5
7BOE7 AffidavitofAngelaNewsom DirectorofCampaignFinancefortheBOE statingthat asofAugust25
2020 Respondenthadstillnotfileda10GreportfortheOctober12 2019 primaryelection Asofthedateofthe
hearing therewasnothingintherecordshowingthatRespondenthadfiledthe10Greportandorpaidtheassessed
latefee civilpenalty
8BOE6 p 2
9Idatp 1
10BOE2 p 2
11BOE6 p 1
12BOE5 p 8
13SeeBOE7
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uponRespondent asallowedbyLa RS 1815054A 4 b

ReportFilingRequirementsandPenalties

Everycandidate orhiscampaigntreasurer fora districtoffice isrequiredtofile

14reportsofcontributionsandexpendituresonspecificdaysbeforeandafteranelection Oneof

thesereportsisthe10Greport whichmustbefilednolaterthanthetenthdaypriortothe

15generalelection Anycandidateforadistrictofficewhoknowinglyfailstotimelyfilea10G

reportmaybeassessedafixedstatutorycivilpenaltyintheamountof 60perday nottoexceed

162000

Inadditiontothefixedstatutorycivilpenalty anadditionalcivilpenaltymaybeimposed

17foracandidatescontinuedfailuretofilea10Greport Priortotheimpositionofany

additionalcivilpenalty theEABmustconductanadjudicatoryhearinginaccordancewiththe

18CodeofGovernmentalEthics InahearingunderLa RS 1815054A 4 b regardingthe

impositionofanadditionalcivilpenalty theBOEmustprovebyclearandconvincing

19evidence thatthecandidateknowinglyfailedtofilea10Greportbytheeleventhdayafterit

wasdue Arebuttablepresumptionofintentnottofilereportsexistswhenacandidatefailsto

20submitanyrequiredreportwithinthreedaysafterthefinaldateforitsfiling

Underlying LateFee CivilPenalty Assessment

RespondentwasanunsuccessfulcandidatefortheofficeofCityMarshal CityCourt

14SeeLa RS 1814841 andLa RS 1814954
15La RS 1814954B 5
16La RS 1815054A 2 a ii
17SeeLa RS 1815054A 4
18La RS 1815054A 4 La RS 421101et seq
19SeeLa RS 4211415C Clearandconvincingevidence ingeneral meansthatthefactofguiltmustbe
proventoagreaterdegreethanby amerepreponderanceoftheevidence butlessthanby beyondareasonable
doubt Thestandardrequiresthattheexistenceofthedisputedfactbe h ighlyprobable thatis muchmore
probablethanitsnonexistence LouisianaStateBarAssnv Edwins 329So 2d437 442 La 1976
20La RS 1815051A
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21CityofNewIberia whichisadistrictoffice EventhoughRespondentdidnotqualifyforthe

generalelection hewasrequiredtofilehis10GreportnolaterthanNovember6 2019 the

tenthdaypriortothegeneralelection Respondentdidnotfilehis10GreportbyNovember6

2019 deadline TheBOEsentRespondentaLateFeeAssessmentOrderassessingthemaximum

22latefee civilpenalty of 2000forhisfailuretofiletherequired10Greport

AssessmentofAdditionalCivilPenalty

Withthebenefitoftheunrebuttedstatutorypresumptionofintentnottofile theBOE

provedbyclearandconvincingevidencethatRespondentknowinglyviolatedtheCFDAby

failingtofilehis10GreportbytheeleventhdayaftertheNovember6 2019 deadline Asa

result theBOEisauthorizedtoimposeanadditionalcivilpenaltyupto 10000 asallowedby

La RS 1815054A 4 b

21SeeLa RS 1814837 e defining Districtoffice asincludingcitycourtmarshal
22TheLateFeeAssessmentOrderwasnotappealedbyRespondentandisnotbeforetheEABinthismatterSee
BOE6andLa RS 18151141C providingindividualsarighttoappealafinalorderforthepaymentofcivil
penalties
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ORDER

ITISORDEREDthattheLouisianaBoardofEthics initscapacityastheSupervisory

CommitteeonCampaignFinanceDisclosure isauthorizedtoimposeanadditionalcivilpenalty

nottoexceed 10000uponGregPete inaccordancewithLa RS 1815054A 4 b forhis

failuretofilehis10Gcampaignfinancedisclosurereportbytheeleventhdayafteritwasdue

RenderedandsignedNovember24 2020inBatonRouge Louisiana

A BrockAvery
PresidingAdministrativeLawJudge

SherlynShumpert
AdministrativeLawJudge

LanceB Vinson
AdministrativeLawJudge

NOTICEOFTRANSMISSIONOFDECISIONORORDER

Icertifythaton Tuesday November24 2020 Ihavesentacopyof

thisdecisionordertoallpartiesofthismatter

ClerkofCourt
DivisionofAdministrativeLaw
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REVIEWRIGHTS

Requestsforrehearing reopening orreconsiderationaresubjecttotheprocedures

timingrequirements andlegalgroundsprovidedinLouisianaRevisedStatute49959 withthe

timeforfilingcalculatedpursuanttoLouisianaCodeofCivilProcedurearticle5059 To

determineyourreviewrights youshouldactpromptlyandseeklegaladvice

Torequestarehearingorreconsideration pleasesendittooneoftheaddressesindicated
below

EMAILdocumentsto MAILdocumentsto
EABprocessing@adminlawstatelausDAL EABSection

ATTN EABSectionDeputyClerk
FAXdocumentsto P O Box44033

EABSectionDeputyClerkBatonRouge LA708044033
225 2199820

Ifyoudonotrequestarehearingofyourdecisionoryourrehearingrequestisdenied you

havetherighttoseekjudicialreviewinaccordancewithLa RS 421142A 1 withthetime

forrequestingjudicialreviewcalculatedpursuanttoLa CCP art5059 Todetermineyour

reviewrights youshouldactpromptlyandseeklegaladvice
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